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The System Construction of “Orientalism in Area Studies” and Its Principle
Wang Xiangyuan
(Guangdong University of Foreign Studies, Guangzhou, 510420)

Abstract: As a disciplinary concept, “area studies” refers to the study of all regions and countries in the
world, in which “Orientalism” should certainly be included. “Orientalism” should be listed as a subdiscipline
in “area studies”, thus forming “Orientalism in area studies”, so that this new discipline acquires the profound
academic background and historical and cultural connotation of Orientalism. The construction principle of
“Orientalism in area studies” needs to be clarified from the following three aspects. First, it should explain how
the traditional national studies have transferred to Orientalism as area studies in the perspective of academic
history. Second, it should clarify the relation between “Orientalism” and “area studies” in the perspective of
disciplinary concept. Third, it should demonstrate how can Chinese Orientalism carry out its identification and
uniqueness in the oriental region in terms of academic function.

Keywords: Orientalism, area studies, Orientalism in area studies, regional identification

The Exploration of Civil Society in Modern Korean Democracy
Jiang Xiuyu, Shen Hao
(Yanbian University, Yanji, 133002)

Abstract: Civil society in Korea emerged during the Japanese colonial period, and it continued to develop
in an oscillating manner during the long period of authoritarian rule. Under the influence of the “Miracle on
the Han River” and the American democratic political ideology and order, Korean civil society developed
rapidly and contributed to the transformation of Korea’s political democratization. After the transformation of
Korea’s political democratization, Korean civil society has reached a peak of development due to the liberal
political environment, it has become increasingly organized and professionalized, and its influence on Korea’s
democratic politics has increased. Meanwhile, however, Korean civil society has divided into “conservative”
and “progressive” factions, and the consistency of political participation has been fragmented. Compounded by
complex factors such as the vulnerability of the middle class, the future of Korean civil society is facing a serious
test.

Keywords: Korea, civil society, democracy, politics

New Changes in the Korea-US Alliance and the New Geopolitical Security Situation in Northeast Asia in
the Context of China-US Strategic Competition and Russia-Ukraine Conflict
Li Dunqiu, Mao Huijie
(Qufu Normal University, Qufu, 273100)

Abstract: Against the backdrop of the China-US strategic competition provoked by the U.S. and the
Russia-Ukraine conflict, the connotation and extension of the Korea-US alliance have undergone new changes,
adding new variables to the geopolitical security situation in Northeast Asia. At present, the geopolitical security
structure of Northeast Asia is gradually unbalanced and undergoing a period of reshaping or reorganization.
Korea is under the impact of both land and sea power, and the geopolitical pressure on Korea will be even
greater after the Biden administration takes office. The conservative government of Yoon Sukyeol has made
“strengthening the Korea-US alliance” its top diplomatic principle, and it is building a “comprehensive global
strategic alliance” between Korea and the United States. Strategically, the Korea-US alliance has dovetailed with
the U.S. Indo-Pacific Strategy, strengthening trilateral security cooperation among the U.S., Japan and South
Korea, and opening the door of cooperation to NATO. It is a dangerous sign that the direction of the Korea-US
military alliance is changing: it is no longer limited to the Korean Peninsula, but is now facing Northeast Asia,
the Indo-Pacific region, and even the world. In terms of geo-security strategy, it would be wise for South Korea
to maintain a neutral or dynamic balance between land and sea power.

Keywords: China-US strategic competition, Russia-Ukraine conflict, Northeast Asia, Korea-US alliance,
geopolitical security, reorganization
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